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PASTOR’S POINT OF VIEW 
“Every Member a Minister” 

 
Five hundred years ago this month, on October 31, 1517, Martin Luther famously nailed his 95 
theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany, setting in motion what we now 
call the Protestant Reformation. Across the globe, celebrations and commemorations of all kinds 
are taking place. PBS is even airing a film entitled “Martin Luther: The Idea that Change the 
World.” But for many of us, the Protestant Reformation is mostly a foggy memory from 
European History class and not much more. 
 
We forget, as the recent UCC study guide for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation reminds 
us, that people died for the beliefs the Reformers held so dear. “The Reformation was a powerful 
movement of church reform and renewal — and a whole lot more. It was both cause and effect 
of sweeping changes in European culture and society. These changes shaped modern Europe and 
America and influenced the entire world (from 500: A Study Guide for the 500th Anniversary of 
the Reformation).” Of course, not everything about that history is worth celebrating. Bitter 
divisions erupted between people who all claimed Christ as their model and Savior. Thankfully, 
over the centuries, Protestants and Catholics have reclaimed the common ground of our Christian 
faith while still acknowledging our different Christian expressions.  
 
One of the key ideas that emerged from the Reformation is the “priesthood of the believer.” In 
part, it expresses a belief that through Christ, we have been given direct access to God. Priests 
are not the only ones who can speak with God or the only ones to whom God speaks; every 
believer has equal access to God. It is a privilege that we claim in the UCC as heirs to the 
Reformation. But with that privilege also comes responsibility: each of us is called by God to be 
a priest, to be a minister of the Gospel. That doesn’t mean, of course, that we are all called to 
preach sermons on Sunday mornings. But it does mean that every one of us can bear witness to 
God’s love in some way. We can follow in the ways of Christ by loving others, serving others, 
and praying for others.  
 
The church I attended in Atlanta, Georgia, Oakhurst Baptist Church (where I was both ordained 
and married), has as their motto “every member a minister.” They express what that means 
through commitments they make in their church covenant, which they affirm several times each 
year.  
 
Here, in part, is what it says: 
• I will gather regularly with the church to worship God, share the good news, and continually 

examine its implications for my life. 
• I will study the Bible, meditate, and pray so that I will more fully experience the presence of 

God. 
• I will also be sensitive to God’s message as it comes to me from persons, history, the arts, 

nature, current happenings in the world, and other sources. 
• I will be responsible to God through the creative use of all my income and possessions. I will 

give systematically and even sacrificially to the financial support of our church’s ministry. 
• I will discover and affirm the gifts God has given me and use them in God’s service; I will 

evoke, affirm, and celebrate the gifts God has given to others. 



• I will intentionally give myself as Christ’s servant through participation in His mission in the 
world. 

• I will offer to know and love my sisters and brothers in this fellowship, and I am willing to be 
known and loved by them. 

 
In many ways, those commitments convey much of the heart of the Protestant Reformation, still 
alive in us today. The church of Jesus Christ is never done re-forming, renewing, responding to a 
changing world. So on this 500th anniversary of the Reformation, let’s ask ourselves: How is God 
calling me to be a minister of the Gospel? What commitments am I willing to make as Christ’s 
disciple?  
 
Let’s be God’s ministers together, loving, praying and serving as followers of Christ. 
 
With gratitude, 
Pastor Mary Sue 
 

MODERATOR’S MOMENT 
“Building Community at Pioneer Ocean View United Church of Christ” 

Martin Luther King: “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere, we are caught 
in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny, whatever affects one 
directly affects all indirectly. “    

Today’s world is more interconnected than it has ever been before. Some of the biggest 
problems in the world stem from this interconnectedness.  For example, people who live halfway 
around the world can impact the people living in San Diego through viruses, climate change, and 
threats of nuclear war. Locally we are affected by racism, homelessness, and political 
divisiveness.    

Although many of us live our day to day lives in isolation, we feel increasingly 
challenged by problems that cannot be solved by any one individual.  What I have come to 
realize is that we need communities to work together to address these issues. Our ability to form 
community, to nurture each other and heal each other is needed more than ever before.  I think 
Jesus understood the need for a community, where people could work together to take action on 
the problems they faced.  

Hebrews 10:24-25  “Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good 
works.  And let us not neglect our meeting together as some people do, but encourage one 
another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.” 

 Over ten years ago, my family discovered the community of Pioneer Ocean View United 
Church of Christ.  POVUCC has been a great venue for me to become a disciple of Jesus, to 
think about a new way of being in the world where I can love my neighbor, practice forgiveness 
and strive for world peace.  I am very proud to be a part of something much bigger than myself 
that addresses the needs of a world that is so interconnected. 

A guiding force at POVUCC is our vision and mission: 
“To ignite hearts everywhere with God’s love.”  
 



Our mission is to extend God’s extravagant welcome to all, we serve our community with 
openness and acceptance.  Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we promote peace and social 
justice, nurtured by prayer, worship and music ministries.   
 

In our August Church Council meeting I asked our church leaders to examine some of the 
ways our church is living out our vision and mission.  Here are some of the ways that were 
mentioned: 

 

Spiritual Leadership:  We are continually inspired by Pastor Mary Sue.  She has spoken at an 
event where an El Cajon man was shot by police.  She has marched at Gay Rights parades.    She 
supported Muslims that have been targets of racism.  She spoke at an event to support victims of 
the Fukushima earthquake disaster.  As a pastor, Mary Sue has come to be recognized as a 
shining light in the San Diego community for being on the forefront of social justice battles.  

Everyone agreed that our spiritual mission is inspired by the sermons given by Pastor 
Mary Sue tailor made each week to the needs of our congregation.  What an innovative way to 
look at our lives by watching animated films! Pastor Mary Sue helped us find a spiritual 
message in the films Finding Dory, Zootopia, Big Hero 6 and Sing.  Reverend Cheri Metier has 
been actively looking for ways to energize our youth.  By showing these animated films on the 
Point, we were able to invite families from the neighborhood to see our church.   

Our church supports who you are and where you are on life’s journey: This includes those 
of you who are of LGBT background, those of you who are suffering debilitating illnesses, and 
those of you who are targets of oppression.  Pastor Mary Sue once told me she counseled a 
young woman in prison convicted of murdering her stepfather.  She said that even though this 
person committed an unspeakable crime, Pastor Mary Sue realized this person deserved to have a 
place to worship God.  I think it is in this space of universal acceptance that so many people 
realize that whoever you are and whatever place you are in, you are welcome at Pioneer Ocean 
View United Church of Christ.  

At the Council meeting, our members teared up when Deb Kodama shared how she felt 
supported by our church because she felt the prayers church members prayed for her when she 
was undergoing treatment for breast cancer. At our Men’s Fellowship breakfast, I learned that 
Don Frazier met with Frank Fujikawa regularly until the week he died.  When I speak with new 
members of the church they also mention this feeling that they are thought about and 
supported in a profound way.   

  Not only do we support the uniqueness of God’s people, we also extend God’s 
extravagant welcome to all.   The Church Council mentioned how each Sunday, our church 
prepares a lunch for over 80 people.   Pastor Mary Sue notes that when she tells other pastors of 
this lunch, they cannot imagine their own church hosting a lunch on a weekly basis.   With the 
newly renovated Fellowship Hall, people feel so welcome that they often linger long past the 
time when the cart driver wants to close up shop. (As a cart driver, I know from personal 
experience!)   To me, this shows how much people value the time they spend together at the 
church.     

We have created a wonderful place of worship:  A couple years ago Richard Namba 
mentioned we should build our church with the thought that the church should be in existence for 
at least seven generations.  Our sanctuary is a beautiful place to worship.  Out of respect for our 



environment and planning for a sustainable future, we have replaced our landscape with 
drought tolerant plants and artificial turf so that our surroundings are both beautiful and 
functional.  This month, Board of Trustees member Dan Collins will be presenting a proposal to 
install solar panels as our main energy source.   

 So what is missing?  In her September 3rd sermon, Pastor Mary Sue said:  “a piece from  
the Washington Post earlier this year suggested Mainline Protestantism has only 23 Easters left 
…many churches have experienced a  loss in membership over the years, and some are not able 
to remain open.  Across denominations, across the country, there are pastors being called to 
churches not to revitalize them, but to close them… the fact remains that we are still affected by 
those larger declining trends across Christianity in the United States and the world.”   

For us to sustain ourselves for seven generations, we will need to share our church with 
others. We have no shortage of exciting ideas of how we can ignite hearts everywhere with 
God’s love.  But we need members who are willing to take leadership to fulfill on our vision and 
mission.  

 I asked the Church Council what do they say when they try to invite others to join our 
church?  Susan Namba answered that she invited Roni and Al Mizoguchi to join the church and 
now Roni is Chair of our Board of Trustees.  Since both Susan and Roni are in our Church 
Council, they described how Roni came to join our church.  Susan told Roni that POVUCC is a 
church that addresses difficult social issues.  At the time when Roni was looking for a new 
church, the Supreme Court was addressing the question of gay marriage and Pastor Mary Sue 
gave a sermon on this topic.   Roni and Al attended and could see how although we don’t claim 
to completely solve social problems, we are unafraid to address these difficult and 
controversial issues.   

In writing this article, I thought of what Jesus would do with our church.  Jesus realized 
that he could not spread the word alone.  He needed apostles to go out into the world to multiply 
his message.   Jesus asked his apostles to spread the word and let people know what a 
magnificent group of people he assembled. Through the power of prayer, they chose to go out 
into the world and share what they had seen and to encourage others to follow them. Not all who 
heard Jesus followed him, but there were enough people who believed in his teachings to sustain 
Christianity for countless generations.   

“Whenever a human being ceases to live for themselves and begins to care about that 
which is greater than themselves, the personality begins to experience ecstasy, joy and 
spontaneous liberation.  And that’s found through doing, through action, through giving, through 
deeply embracing the human experience.” Andrew Cohen 

So in this spirit, I am asking you to share our church with your friends.  

Think of your friends who might be looking for a place where they can explore their 
spirituality.  Ask them about what matters in their life.  Have them visit us on a Sunday morning 
and let Pastor Mary Sue inspire them with her sermon.  Invite them to have lunch with us in our 
Fellowship Hall.  (Tell them that we often have Japanese food!)  Tell them we are a community 
that celebrates our victories and prays for our sick. Meet our church members who extend their 
extravagant welcome to all. Share with them the story of the merger of Pioneer Church and 
Ocean View church. Tell them about our efforts to build relations with Muslims. Tell them how 
we fight for the powerless and care for the poor.  Tell them that we are a group of people 



unafraid to look at difficult social issues, educate ourselves and find novel ways to address these 
issues. Have them visit our new website www.povucc.org.    

I think we are in a unique position in this time and place to be an inspiration to the world 
around us.  People are looking for a community like ours that is in action, is unafraid to stumble 
and make mistakes, is inspired by feeding the homeless, caring for the environment, and helping 
to change the world. 
 
Jim Lin 
 

MUSIC MOMENT WITH ANDY 
 
ALL-MUSIC SUNDAY – OCTOBER 15 
I am so excited to share with you all about a special Sunday morning service that we are having 
on October 15th! I have invited my dear friends and mentors, RC Haus, Director of the San 
Diego Gay Men's Chorus, and Janice Edwards, a well-known professional singer in San Diego, 
to join me for an all- music Sunday. The POVUCC choir will sing, and Rick will be with us to 
play. It is going to be a wonderful morning of worship in song! Trust me when I say that you DO 
NOT want to miss it! Feel free to invite your friends and family as well! It is going to be a 
fantastic service! See you there! 
 
For those of you who will be participating in our “Non-Choir” Choir, here is a list of the 
rehearsals for the Christmas Cantata. The actual performance will be on Sunday, December 24 
during our 10:00 am worship service. 
 
Rehearsals: 
Saturday, October 21 from 9 am-12 pm 
Saturday, November 18 from 9 am-12 pm 
Wednesday, December 20 from 6:30 – 8:30 pm 
Saturday, December 23 from 9 am – 12 pm 
If you have any questions, please contact me at music@povucc.org. 
 
Andrew J. Mathews 
 

BOARD & COMMITTEE UPDATES 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
SOLAR ON OUR CHURCH?? 
The Board of Trustees has been investigating the installation of a solar energy system on our 
church. Besides doing our little bit for the environment, we find that it could be a good 
investment. We have determined that going solar would save us $4,000 a year in electric bills, 
which in 8 years would totally recover the $32,000 cost of the system. After that, our electricity 
usage would be essentially free for the remainder of the 25-30-year system lifetime, saving the 
church as much as $80,000(!!) Both the Board of Trustees and the Church Council have 
approved the project, but it still needs a vote by the Congregation. We will have a Special 
Congregational Meeting on Sunday, October 8 to present and affirm this proposal for a solar 
energy system. 
 
 



BOARD OF MINISTRIES 
 
“The greatness of a community is most accurately measured by the compassionate actions of its 
members, a heart of grace, and a soul generated by love.”   Coretta Scott King 

1. Operation Fresh Start report:  2000 Hygiene Kits were packed by 100 people 
including friends from the Muslim community, neighbors, and friends. 1,600 kits were 
delivered to Uptown CSA, and 400 to CCSA. Leftover hygiene kit supplies were taken 
downtown by Julie, Jim and Coreen, and distributed directly to homeless folks thru 
Dignity Delivery. 

 Thanks to Dr. Yuri for her generous donation of dental products, to our Muslim  
 friends who donated $500 toward the project, and to Vons who gave a donation which 
 was used for snacks for our volunteers! 

2. Japan Task Force:  Nine visitors from our Heian Sister Church in Kyoto, Japan, will 
arrive in San Diego on 9/29.  We will arrange for pick up from the airport and deliver 
them to their respective hotels.  POV will be hosting them on Sunday, October 1st.  Our 
guests will participate in World Communion Worship, followed by a time for getting to 
know one another, and a special luncheon of dishes with an international flavor.  The day 
will conclude with a Hornblower dinner cruise.  BOM is preparing gift bags for each of 
our guests.   

3. Karaoke event:  Our Annual Karaoke Party, which helps support our General Fund and 
also benefits our Mission Outreach Projects, will be help Saturday, October 14th, from 
4:30 to 8:30 PM.  Many volunteers are needed for this event.  Please see sign-up lists in 
the rear of Fellowship Hall. 

4. Upcoming Events: 
 --Heian Sister Church welcome:  Sunday, 10/1 
 --Annual Karaoke Party Fund-raiser:  Saturday 10/14 
 
Susan Namba, Chair 
 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 
Highlights from the last BOCE meeting: 
 
1.  Questions to Ponder/Submit to Church Council on 17 Sep for 
the MOD SQUAD mtg. on 21 Sep:  There was a lengthy discussion 
about the moving forward with Rev. Mary Scifres and how we 
should best use her time with us to help with some of the Christian 
Education concerns.  Judy has drafted some questions, which will be 
presented to the Church Council.  We have no easy answers to our 
dilemma. 
 
2.  2018 CE Proposed Budget:  There were a few changes made to the proposed budget:  Camp 
Scholarship was changed from $1,500.00 to $750, and Youth Fundraising for the UCC Western 
Regional Youth Event is now $3000.  Pastor reminded us that the budget is a guideline and not 
set in stone. 
 



3.  Partnership Churches Youth, Middle and Sunday schools: The Partnership churches’ 
report of their programs was sent in Judy’s report.  We find that many of the churches depend on 
volunteers when they are the same size and not paid staff.  
 
4.  A Bible Study – Start in Oct and go into first 2 weeks of Nov (Stewardship): There was a 
discussion about whether we will do a bible study for adults in the last quarter.  We decided that 
there was not enough time and that should we do a study it could be for 2-3 weeks instead. 
 
5.  Report:  Pastor Cheri Report on file and she will be doing her Children’s Worship & 
Wonder (CWW) teacher training on 9/24.  She would like to do the Halloween outreach again.   
 
6.  Youth Program: (Sarah) We are currently discerning whether there are enough youth on 
Sunday mornings to continue the Youth Sunday School class. 
 
Judy Shimamoto 
Chair, BOCE 
 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
 
Trick-or-treating brewed with warm hospitality are the 
ingredients we’ll combine to build new and existing 
relationships with POVUCC’s neighbors on Halloween 
night.  POVUCC will be a trick-or-treat stop on Halloween 
again this year and we need your help anytime between 4:00 -9:00 p.m.  
 
Pastor Cheri and volunteers will hand out treats to trick-or-treaters and information about our 
Children’s ministries and POVUCC. Although children and families are the focus of this 
outreach, last year this activity touched the entire neighborhood. Come to be a part of sharing 
POVUCC’s extravagant welcome and let Pastor Cheri know you’ll be a part of this ministry of 
welcome! 
 
HALLOWEEN COMMUNITY MOVIE NIGHT! 
October 27 6:00 p.m.! 
 
Come enjoy a double feature of family-friendly movies to kick-off 
Halloween weekend on The Point at POVUCC.  Gates open at 5:30 and 
the first movie, “It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown” will screen at 
6:00 p.m., followed by a short intermission and the second spirited 
movie, “Hocus Pocus” will start about 6:55 p.m. Bring a chair, blanket, 
jacket, picnic dinner and your friends to this first Halloween Movie 
night under the stars. Free popcorn and soft drinks available for donation. NOTE: If the weather 
doesn’t cooperate, we’ll show the movie in the Fellowship Hall-the show will go on! 
 
Regional Youth Event in HAWAII! 
Youth who have completed 7th grade through those just graduated in June 2018 are invited to 
attend the Regional Youth Event in Hawaii, June 25-29, 2018.  If you are interested, contact 
Yuri.  Fundraising is required! 
 
Rev. Cheri Metier, Director of Children’s Ministries 



ELDERBERRIES 
 
Happy Fall, POVUCC! 
The Elderberries Committee met to discuss outreach to our homebound seniors. We will be 
sending greetings, along with photos, not only during the Thanksgiving and Christmas season, 
but throughout the year. Please let us know if you would like to contribute to our efforts with a 
card or a visit.  
 
The next event for our seniors will be an elegant Christmas luncheon on Tuesday, December 12. 
Our event will again be held at The Brigantine in La Mesa, since they did a fabulous job of 
hosting us last year. Thanks to generous donors who want to support our mission, we are able to 
offer this lunch at a very low price. But, we have room for only 40 attendees, so look for 
announcements on when to sign up! 
 
The Elderberries participated in Uptown’s Luau on the Point by subsidizing ticket sales to 
POVUCC senior members. We will also donate $100 of gift certificates to the upcoming 
Karaoke silent auction.  
 
I am honored to serve as your Moderator in 2018! However, I will have less time to devote to our 
seniors. I am pleased to announce that Linda Newton has stepped up to co-lead the Elderberries 
in 2018 with me. Thank you. Linda! 
 
Again, I’d like to thank all of our committee members for their work on behalf of POVUCC 
seniors. 
 
Your Elderberries Committee: Don & Betsy Frazier, Susan Gottesman, Louise Iguchi, Margie 
Lawrance, Sue Lipovsky, Dorothy Otsuka, Linda Newton, Dick White, and Carolyn Houghton, 
Member Emeritus. 
Nancy Shimamoto, EB Chair 
 

 WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

This month's article will try to answer some questions surrounding recent changes going on in 
the Women's Fellowship. The group has been dealing with issues regarding how to stay relevant 
and fulfill a unique role in the church for women. 

Questions and answers: 

I heard that there are no leaders for Women's Fellowship. If this is true, is the group still in 
existence?  

At the last meeting on July 30, Julie Lin and Laura Iori resigned from their roles as Co-chairs 
and Treasurer. Laura agreed to remain in a leadership role until the end of 2017, or until new 
leaders are elected. 

How does the group make decisions going forward? 

Laura will convene the group when a decision is required and a vote will be taken. All women in 
the church are welcome to attend these meetings.  



There are two items that have recently come up for discussion that will require a vote because 
they involve expenditures from the treasury. A meeting will be held on Sunday, October 22 
following worship service.  

The first item involves purchasing a set of 15 60-inch round tables for the Fellowship Hall. The 
tables would be used for events like weddings. The approximate cost is $2,000.  

The second item is the annual Women's Fellowship Christmas brunch tentatively scheduled for 
Saturday, December 9. The purpose of the brunch is to thank everyone for providing lunch on 
Sundays during Fellowship Hour. A decision will be made as to whether to hold the brunch, and 
if so approval of approximately $3,000 to cover costs, primarily for catering. If the brunch is 
approved, tickets will be sold at a nominal price to offset some of the costs. This event will be 
open to everyone (women and men) in the congregation. 

Laura Iori 

EVENTS 
 

WELCOMING OUR SISTER HEIAN CHURCH VISITORS FROM JAPAN 
Last November, Pastor Mary Sue, Pastor Yoshi, Setsuko, Grace Takeuchi and I were privileged 
to visit the Heian Church in Kyoto, Japan, where we officially established our Sister Church 
relationship.   The warmth of their welcome truly ignited our hearts with God’s Love! 
 
On Sunday, October 1st, we will have the opportunity to share our hospitality with eight of our 
Sister Church family members.  They will join with us in celebrating World Communion Sunday 
in worship service, followed by a POV Fellowship Lunch, including a slide show of some of our 
outreach activities, and a time of informal sharing and Q&A. 
 
After church, we will take our guests to Mt Hope Cemetery to see where we celebrate our 
Japanese-American Community Memorial Day Service, and then a sight-seeing trip to Old 
Town. At 6:30 pm, 36 people will board the Hornblower cruise for dinner and a 3-hour evening 
of fellowship with our friends from Japan.  

 
KARAOKE & DINNER EVENT 

Come and enjoy a western-themed evening of dinner and karaoke 
on Saturday, October 14th from 4:30 to 8:30 pm in POVUCC’s 
Fellowship Hall! ALL PROCEEDS FROM THIS EVENT WILL 
BENEFIT OUR CHURCH GENERAL FUND AND OUTREACH 
MINISTRIES. Tickets prices for dinner and entertainment: Adults 

$30 and Kids (10 & under) $10.  Beer and wine available for purchase. This event is presented 
by the Board of Ministries and sure to be an evening of great entertainment and fun! Enter to win 
one of many silent auction items! For tickets and additional information, contact Susan Namba 
or the church office. If you would like to donate items for the Silent Auction, please contact 
Jeanne Elyea at jelyea@cox.net. 
 
PERFORMERS SPECIAL NOTE:  Choose from our library of over 4500 songs! Song list 
available at: https://povucc.org/karaoke. Capability to play CD-G’s, flash drives, phones, iPODs, 
YouTube or internet songs NOT available. 
 
 



PARTNERSHIP PICNIC – OCTOBER 29 
Save the Date: You are invited to come to the UCC San Diego Partnership Picnic to be held at 
Admiral Baker Park (2400 Admiral Baker Rd, #3604, SD 92120) on Sunday, October 29 at 
1:00 pm. We have reserved Gazebo #3 for this event. In addition to playgrounds, there are also 
basketball courts and a large miniature golf course nearby which will be available for $2 per 
person. Please bring a potluck dish to share (assignments per last name below): 

A-H – bring a main dish 
I-R – bring a side dish 
S-Z – bring a dessert 

Beverages and paper products will be provided. 
You may also want to bring a chair or blanket, lawn games (volleyball & basketball courts 
available), and a reusable water bottle. Handicapped accessible, ample parking and restrooms 
available. Hope to see you there! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY & NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING 
On Sunday, October 1 we join other Christians around 
the globe in celebrating World Communion Sunday. It is 
also the Sunday when we will receive UCC’s Neighbors 
in Need (NIN) special mission offering that supports 
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the 
United States. One-third of NIN funds support the 
Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-
thirds of the offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a 
variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants. This 
year’s theme is “Protect the Sacred…In a Just World, Clean Water is Life.” With your generous 
support, the UCC, through the NIN special mission offering, helps its members live out their 
beliefs via acts of service. Thank you for your kind support. 

 
 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Called at the request of the Church Council, we will have a Special Congregational Meeting on 
Sunday, October 8, immediately following the worship service in the sanctuary. The purpose of 
the meeting is to present and affirm a proposal for a solar energy system. For more details, 
there are informational sheets available on the table in the sanctuary entrance. All are invited to 
attend, but only active members of POVUCC may vote. Thank you for attending this important 
meeting. Our Fellowship Hour lunch will begin right after the meeting 
. 

 
SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION FALL MEETING 

The UCC Southern Association Fall Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, October 15 at 
3:00 pm at the Fellowship Congregational Church in Escondido (1800 N. Broadway, Escondido, 
CA 92026-2020). Everyone is welcome. If you plan to attend, please notify the POVUCC church 
office as a quorum is needed to conduct voting. Also name tags are made up ahead of time.  

 
 



“INQUIRING AND EXPLORING” 
Would you like to know more about church membership at POVUCC? Whether 
you are already a church member, considering joining, or just curious to know 
more about the United Church of Christ, POVCC, and what membership actually 
means, you are invited to join Pastor Mary Sue for an "Inquiring and Exploring" 
session after Fellowship Hour on Sunday, October 22 at 11:45 am in the Benson Building. 
Come learn more about how we express our faith and live out our commitments together here at 
POVUCC. 
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP SPECIAL MEETING 
There will be a Special Meeting for Women’s Fellowship on Sunday, October 22 at 11:30 am. 
The purpose of the meeting is to discuss & vote on: 
1) Purchasing round tables and carts for the Fellowship Hall; and 
2) Expenditures for a WF Christmas Brunch on Saturday, December 9th 
If you are a woman attending POVUCC, you are in the Women’s Fellowship group! We 
encourage all to participate. Thank you for attending this important meeting. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

Is there a special Sunday that you would like to honor with an altar flower 
arrangement?  If so, we invite you to sign-up for that day on the 2017 Flower chart 
that is posted on the hallway Fellowship Hall bulletin board or you may send an 
email or call the church office. Thank you for your help in making our Sanctuary an 
even more beautiful place to worship! 

 
October 1: Dr. Chuck & Brita Tesar 
October 8: Ron Krause 
October 15: Open 
October 22: Open 
October 29: Gwen Momita 
 

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN SERVICE AGENCY (CCSA) 
In line with POVUCC’s mission focus to “feed our neighbor,” we encourage you to support 
CCSA’s Clairemont Service Center in the following ways for the month of OCTOBER:  
Urgent Needs: 
Food items - rice (any size bags), peanut butter (small containers), Vienna sausage, and mac ‘n 
cheese 
Clothing – shorts and socks 
For a full list of needed items, please see the following links: 
Food needs - http://www.ccsasandiego.org/get-involved/donate-food 
Clothing needs - http://www.ccsasandiego.org/get-involved/donate-clothing  
More Volunteers Are Needed: 
More volunteers are still needed at the Clairemont Service Center located at 4167 Rappahannock 
Ave., San Diego 92117. Critical needs are in bold. Please call (858) 274-2273 for more 
information. Thank you for your continued support! 
Tues and Fri am – receive and pack donations (moderately heavy lifting may occur) 
Food Room -Wed am, Th am, Th pm and Fr p.m. 
Clothing Room -Tues pm, Wed am, Wed pm, Fri am, and Fri pm 
Intake Desk – Wed pm, Th am, Th pm, Fri pm 
 



OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
01 Sarah Ozaki 
09 Robert Austin 
17 LeRoy Snider 
26 Joe Gist 
30 Al Mizoguchi 
  
If you would like to be included on our church Birthday list, please contact the church office at 
(619) 276-4881 or office@povucc.org. We would love to wish you greetings on your special 
day! We also announce the monthly birthdays during Fellowship Hour on the second Sunday of 
the month. 

 
SPECIAL DONATIONS & THANK YOUS TO POVUCC 

 
Angel Fund: 
Midori Fujino 
Ken & Debra Kodama 
 
In Appreciation: 
John & Reiko Maruyama – Answer to prayers for John.  Thank you to all.  
 
Memorial: 
John & Reiko Maruyama – In memory of Grace Honda 
Mitzie Norred – In memory of Shizue Maruyama & Grace Honda 
Roger & Marilyn Tanaka – In memory of Grace Sawasaki & Grace Honda 
Stan & Jackie Uyeji – In memory of Tsutomu Date 
 
Missions: 
We Love our Neighbors, Inc. – For Hygiene Kit event 
 
Neighbors in Need: 
Margie Lawrance 
 
Prayer Circle: 
Harold & Kuniko Kuhn 
Dick Takeuchi 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE FOR VOLUNTEERS – OCTOBER 2017 
 
October 1 – World Communion Sunday & Neighbors In Need Special Offering 
Our Sister Church from Kyoto, Japan - Heian Church visits. 
Cart Driver – Brian Matsumoto 
Greeters/Ushers – Al & Roni Mizoguchi 
Worship Leader – Susan Namba 
Audio/Visual – Dennis Shimamoto/ Bruce Fujinami 
Acolyte – Eman Vance 
Communion Servers – Coreen Fujinami & Judy Shimamoto 
Hospitality –  Marjy Campos (lead), Candy Flynn, Nancy Shimamoto, Grace Takeuchi, Jodi 
Takei-Peterie, & Susan Gottesman 



October 8 
Cart Driver – John Meyers 
Greeters/Ushers – Coreen Fujinami & Judy Shimamoto 
Audio/Visual – Mabel Zafra/ David Fujikawa 
Acolyte – Hannah LeMay 
Hospitality – Birthday Sunday – Judy Teshima (lead), Glen Date, Reiko Maruyama, Tae Udo, 
Laura Iori, Taye Hashiguchi & Steve Sato 
 
October 15 
Cart Driver – Haruo Takahashi 
Greeters/Ushers –Ron & Judy Teshima 
Worship Leader – Vernon Yoshioka 
Audio/Visual – Dennis Shimamoto/ Laura Iori 
Acolyte – Isaac LeMay 
Hospitality – Terri Arakawa (lead), John Meyers, Tomi Morimoto, V Hinkle, Anne Otsuka, 
Linda Newton, & Denise Jenkins 
 
October 22 
Cart Driver – Paul Otsuka 
Greeters/Ushers – Jeanne Elyea & Marjy Campos 
Worship Leader – Matt Gardner 
Audio/Visual – Phil Hinkle/ Julie Lin 
Acolyte – Piper Vance 
Hospitality – Gwen Momita (lead), Jan Kosaka, Deb Kodama, Yoe Kusumoto, Joanne & Brian 
Matsumoto, Nancy & Randy Matsumoto, Judy Shimamoto & Aiko Pineda 
 
October 29 
Cart Driver – Karen Hart 
Greeters/Ushers – Terri Arakawa & Liz Ozaki 
Worship Leader – Betsy Frazier 
Audio/Visual – Dennis Shimamoto/ Julie Lin 
Acolyte – Susie Vance 
Hospitality – Christine Yoshioka-Green (lead), Brita Tesar, Coreen Fujinami, Linley Vance, 
Vernon & Shinobu Yoshioka, Dick Takeuchi, & Sue Lipovsky 
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